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day camp at home
summer 2020 • Matthew 18:20



For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.  •  Ma�hew 18:20

introduction
We are the church, together and apart: how awesome is that? We, the Church, are alive and vibrantly living our lives, 
both in and out of the church building. With these devo�ons, we hope you and your family find new ways in which to be 
the Church. In a �me where we can’t physically be together, we find that God’s love is growing in new and crea�ve ways 
through us, the people! We want to look together at how we are Called to Community, Bigger than a Building, Following 
our Faith, and Living out God’s Love. As we delve into these themes together, we pray you find new ways to explore our 
wonderful, mysterious, and ever-loving God, and grow together in faith as a family and as a larger Church. For like our 
theme verse says: where two or three are gathered in God's name, God is there among them - loca�on doesn't ma�er, as 
long as we s�ll are gathering together to worship our awesome God! So never forget: we are the church, both together 
and apart!

family portrait
At home together, draw a family portrait. Make sure to include all members of your household - pets included! We want 
to know who will be a part of our Day Camp adventure this week! Once the drawings are complete, we encourage you to 
drop them off at church. A staff member will collect them and put the family portraits on display somewhere in the 
church that is visible to the public. These drawings can help us all see that we are the church together, even when apart!

Visit the Day Camp at Home website, www.gllm.org/day-camp-at-home for even more:

we are the church:
together and apart
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YOUTUBE VIDEOS:
- Worships
- Arts & Cra�s tutorials
- Nature Project videos
- Snack Time ideas
- Story Time segments
- Fun at Camp segments
- A�ernoon ac�vi�es

DAILY Resources:
- Ac�vity ideas & pages
- Ideas for families & 
  churches par�cipa�ng
- Camp at Home 
  ac�vi�es to keep the 
  fun going all summer!

ways to Share:
- Send photos of your 
  projects and fun by 
  emailing Kirsten at 
  kpalan@gllm.org or on 
  your social media! 
  #daycampathomegllm

Remember to tag us!
  

 Green Lake Lutheran Ministries
  

 greenlakelutheran



DAY ONE MATERIALS
Devo�on:
•  Markers
•  Scissors 
•  Paper

Arts and Cra�s:
•  Plain white paper
•  Pencil
•  Markers
•  Scissors

Nature Project:
•  Paper
•  Markers
•  List of outdoor items (pdf link available)

Snack Idea:
•  Apples
•  Yogurt
•  Favorite yogurt topping (granola, fruit, etc.)
•  Knife
•  Cu�ng board

A�ernoon Ac�vity:
•  Construc�on paper/paper
•  Markers

DAY TWO MATERIALS
Devo�on:
•  Paper
•  Markers/crayons
•  Plates
•  Bread
•  Construc�on paper cut into strips

Arts and Cra�s:
•  Wax paper
•  Glue (and a small cup to mix glue and water in)
•  Paint brush
•  Tissue paper
•  Scissors
•  Construc�on paper

Nature Project:
•  4 s�cks about the same length
•  10 rocks
•  Paint and paintbrush

Snack Idea:
•  Sandwich making supplies
•  Toothpicks
•  Knife and cu�ng board

A�ernoon Ac�vity:
•  Sidewalk chalk

DAY Three MATERIALS
Devo�on:
•  Wri�ng utensils
•  Scissors 
•  Paper

Arts and Cra�s:
•  Coffee filters
•  Paper plates
•  Squirt bo�le with water
•  Markers

Nature Project:
•  Recycled containers (juice/milk jug, etc.)
•  Paint
•  Box cu�er/scissors
•  Bird Seed
•  Rope/yarn to hang finished project

Snack Idea:
•  Pretzels
•  Chocolate chips
•  Milk
•  Pot to melt chocolate in
•  Wax paper and pan

A�ernoon Ac�vity:
•  A singing voice (doesn’t have to be good!)
•  Flower pots
•  Paint
•  Plants/seeds and soil

DAY four MATERIALS
Devo�on:
•  Paper 
•  Markers

Arts and Cra�s:
•  Paper plate
•  Hole puncher
•  Yarn
•  Scissors

Nature Project:
•  2 pieces of plain paper
•  Markers
•  Stapler

Snack Idea:
•  Tube of cinnamon roll dough
•  Pan

A�ernoon Ac�vity:
•  Trash bags
•  Gloves

daily activity materials
day camp at home  •  we are the church



Read!
1 Corinthians 12:12-20
 12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one 
 body, so it is with Christ. 13 For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or 
 free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.

 14 Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. 15 If the foot would say, “Because I am not a 
 hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. 16 And if the ear would 
 say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body.
 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole body were hearing, where would the 
 sense of smell be? 18 But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. 19 If all 
 were a single member, where would the body be? 20 As it is, there are many members, yet one body.
    

Share!
1. How many different body parts can you name?
2. Can any of these body parts func�on alone? (No! All of our body parts often work together in order to accomplish a 
     task.) For example, try tying your shoes without your thumbs. Or trying ge�ng from one place to another without 
     using your feet. It is a lot harder when you take one body part away!
3. What are some of the gi�s you bring to your church family? Are you crea�ve? Good at talking to new people? How 
     can you use these gi�s to share God’s love with others? Make sure to find a gi� for everyone in your family -- every
     one has something that is wonderful! 
4. How have you seen your gi�s and the gi�s of other people in your family or at church working together to do some
     thing that shows God’s love? Would that thing have been the same without you? Or without someone else? Just like 
     we need all parts of our body, the church needs all of us to work together!
    

Create!
Materials: markers, scissors and paper

Day one   •   “Called into community”

daily devotional
day camp at home  •  we are the church

For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.   •   Ma�hew 18:20

Let’s see what some of the amazing and unique gi�s are that you bring to your 
family, your friends, your church, and all the communi�es you are a part of! Trace 
your hand onto construc�on paper. On each of your 5 fingers, write something 
that you bring to your many communi�es. When you are done, decorate it, cut it out 
and hang it up to remind you of the awesome gi�s you bring to those around you!



Pray!
Do the five finger prayer together as a family:
•   The thumb: Pray for the ones we love! Start by praying for those who are closest to you. They are the easiest to 
     remember!
•   The index finger: Pray for the ones that teach us! Pray for those who help instruct and teach you. They need support 
     and wisdom to show direc�ons to others.
•   The middle finger: Pray for our leaders! As it is the tallest finger, it reminds us of our leaders. Pray for wisdom and 
     guidance as they make tough decisions.
•   The ring finger: Pray for the sick and weak! It is our weakest finger. It reminds us to pray for those who are weak, sick, 
     or going through a hard �me.
•   The pinky finger: Pray for yourself! This is the smallest finger - this should remind you to pray for your own needs 
     when you are done praying for the other four groups.

Day one   •   “Called into community”

daily devotional
day camp at home  •  we are the church

For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.   •   Ma�hew 18:20



nature activity
day camp at home  •  we are the church

•  Pinecone

•  Grass

•  Green leaf

•  Yellow leaf

•  Stick

•  Flower

•  Tree bark

•  Puddle

•  Worm

•  Ant

•  Tree

•  Rock

•  Dirt

•  Bird

•  Feather

•  Cloud

•  Animal tracks

•  Mushroom

•  Acorn

•  Sun

•  Bee  

•  Butter�y

•  Squirrel

•  Dragon�y

•  Spider Web

•  Tree Stump

•  Lady Bug

•  Fly

•  Caterpillar

•  Four leaf clover

•  Lake

•  River

•  Moss

•  Berries

•  Mud

•  Puddle

•  Stream

•  Fish

•  Bush

day one  •  NATURE BINGO ITEMS









Read!
Acts 2: 43-47
 43 Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the apostles. 44 All who 
 believed were together and had all things in common; 45 they would sell their possessions and goods and 
 distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46 Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, 
 they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, 47 praising God and having the 
 goodwill of all the people.
    

Share!
1. This passage talks of the things that believers were doing. Can you list those things? (They sold their possessions, 
     distributed possessions to those who needed them, spent time together in the temple, ate together in their homes, 
     praised God, had goodwill of all people.) 
2. At the �me that this passage was wri�en, people no�ced these kind and loving people who were great at sharing 
     things with others. The way these early believers acted helped other people learn about God’s love! Do people s�ll do 
     these things today? What are some ways people share God’s love with you?
3. Where do the people in this Bible story meet together for fellowship and community? (At the temple and at home.)
4. Where does your family meet with others to talk about God and worship together? Is it only in church, or can you talk 
     to others about God outside of church as well?
5. Do you think that the church is a building? (Yes and no! The church is often what we call the building where we go to 
     meet with others and worship together. Being together is a wonderful part of church! However, church is more than 
     that too! The church is me and you, wherever we happen to be. We don’t need to go to the church building to 
     experience church! A great example of that is the past few months. We haven’t been able to physically go to the 
     church building, but we have still found ways to share fellowship, show love to others, and have glad and generous 
     hearts even though we’re apart. We have been able to be the church in our own homes and neighborhoods!)

Create!
Materials: paper, markers/crayons, plates, bread

DAY TWO   •   “BIGGER THAN A BUILDING”

In Biblical �mes (and s�ll to this day!), community and fellowship were o�en shared 
around a meal. In the scripture you can see that people broke bread together at 
home and ate meals with glad hearts! So in today’s Bible study, we want you to 
share bread together too!

First, create a placemat for each family member. You can draw pictures on it, 
decorate it with things your family likes, write a name on it, it’s up to you! When you 
have finished your placemat, set the table with the placemats, a plate, bread, and 
bu�er if you want it. Then, with your family, share bread together! As you eat, talk 
about what it means to have “glad and generous hearts.” How might your table look 
different from the table of the early believers in today’s story? Do you think there are things that you are thankful for 
today that they might have also been thankful for? When you’re done talking, each family member should list at least 3 
different things that they are grateful for in their life. You can make this a meal �me tradi�on too!

daily devotional
day camp at home  •  we are the church

For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.   •   Ma�hew 18:20



Pray! 
Materials: construc�on paper cut into strips, markers

Pray for your church community. Include people who come to the actual church building with you, and also those who 
make up the bigger church in your life (maybe your grandparents or friends go to a different church -- we are all s�ll part 
of the same Church! We are bigger than just a building!)

As you think of people to pray for, write their name on a small strip of paper while saying a small prayer for that person. 
When you are done wri�ng down as many names as you can think of on the slips of paper, make a paper chain out of all 
the strips of paper and hang it somewhere in your house. When you pass this paper chain, say a quick prayer for the 
Church!

DAY TWO   •   “BIGGER THAN A BUILDING”

daily devotional
day camp at home  •  we are the church

For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.   •   Ma�hew 18:20



nature activity
day camp at home  •  we are the church

Day two  •  Tic Tac Toe examples

Classic x’s and o’s

clouds and suns

ladybugs and bumblebees



Read!
Luke 5: 1-11
 1 Once while Jesus was standing beside the lake of Gennesaret, and the crowd was pressing in on him to hear the 
 word of God, 2 he saw two boats there at the shore of the lake; the fishermen had gone out of them and were 
 washing their nets. 3 He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little 
 way from the shore. Then he sat down and taught the crowds from the boat. 4 When he had finished speaking, 
 he said to Simon, “Put out into the deep water and let down your nets for a catch.” 5 Simon answered, “Master, 
 we have worked all night long but have caught nothing. Yet if you say so, I will let down the nets.” 6 When they 
 had done this, they caught so many fish that their nets were beginning to break. 7 So they signaled their partners 
 in the other boat to come and help them. And they came and filled both boats, so that they began to sink. 8 But 
 when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Go away from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man!” 
 9 For he and all who were with him were amazed at the catch of fish that they had taken; 10 and so also were 
 James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. Then Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; 
 from now on you will be catching people.” 11 When they had brought their boats to shore, they left everything 
 and followed him.
    

Share!
1. Has anyone ever asked you to do something that you thought was really silly because you just knew it wouldn’t work? 
     Has it ever happened that it actually DID work? Share your story with your family!
2. How do you think it felt to have so many fish in the boat that it was star�ng to sink? Were the fishermen expec�ng to 
     catch that many fish? 
3. What do you think the fishermen learned about Jesus when they caught so many fish? 
4. Who in your life do you trust to lead you in scary �mes? How do you know that you can trust them when you follow 
     them? How do you know you can trust Jesus?
5. When Jesus says “Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching people,” what do you think he means?
6. Can it be hard to follow Jesus? (Yes! Jesus calls us to do some radical things! But even so, we can confidently follow 
     him, knowing that good things will come out of us being brave!)

Create!
Create an obstacle course! You can use everyday household objects to create this course (chairs, pillows, stuffed animals, 
etc.) Once you have created the course, take turns going through the course blindfolded! Have your other family 
members guide you through the course with their voices. It can be scary, but you know that you can trust them and 
follow their voice as you make it safely through the course!

DAY Three   •   “following our faith”

daily devotional
day camp at home  •  we are the church

For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.   •   Ma�hew 18:20



pray!
Materials: paper, wri�ng utensils, and scissors.  
Op�onal: crayons, markers, gli�er, watercolors, googly eyes, s�ckers, etc.

Have you ever watched a school of fish follow each other around? They move 
together, o�en following a certain leader, and working together to protect each 
other and find what they need. For today’s prayer, draw 5 fish on pieces of paper. On 
them write some things that you can do to follow Jesus (for example, you can read 
the Bible, talk with your family about faith, go to church, share food with a neighbor, 
etc.) Once all 5 fish have these ideas wri�en on them, decorate them! Be crea�ve! 
Do you have gli�er or googly eyes? Even pieces of �nfoil can be a fun decora�on to 
glue on your fish.  Or, you could color with crayons and then paint your fish with

DAY Three   •   “following our faith”

daily devotional
day camp at home  •  we are the church

For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.   •   Ma�hew 18:20

watercolors! When you’re done decora�ng, cut them out, and put them somewhere in the house. Pray that you can 
work on doing these things to follow Jesus. Each �me you walk by them, you can be reminded to follow Jesus!  



nature activity
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day three  •  bird feeder examples

penguin bird feeder

monster bird feeder

rainbow bird feeder



Read!
1 Corinthians 13: 4-8, 13
 4 Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant 5 or rude. It does not insist on its own 
 way; it is not irritable or resentful; 6 it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. 7 It bears all 
 things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 8 [a] Love never ends.
 13 And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.
    

Share!
1. How many different ways does this verse describe love?
2. Of those many ways that love is described, is there one that is your favorite? Tell your family why it’s your favorite!
3. Who do you love? List off as many people as you can! 
4. Who in your life can it be harder to love? Is God s�ll calling us to love those people? (YES!)
5. What are 10 ways that you and your family can show others love this week? Make a list and post it somewhere to 
     remind you to do these things!
    

Create!
Materials: paper and markers

Day four   •   “living out god’s love”

daily devotional
day camp at home  •  we are the church

For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.   •   Ma�hew 18:20

Create an affirma�on sheet for each of your family members. To do this, each family 
member can simply take a piece of paper and write their name at the top of their 
paper. Then pass the papers around to the various family members, taking �me to 
write (or draw!) some affirma�ons (things you love, appreciate and value) about the 
person whose name is at the top of the sheet. When you are done, you will get your 
sheet of paper back and you get to read the amazing things that your family thinks 
of you! You are both giving and receiving love! Keep your affirma�on sheet 
somewhere special so you can look at when you need a good reminder of how much 
you are loved! 

Pray!
Go outside together and find a quiet place to sit. Try to spend 5 minutes in silence, just le�ng yourself take in what is 
happening around you. What do you see? What do you hear? A�er 5 minutes, share what you no�ced. Did anything 
jump out to you as something you love? Pray for these things together as a family! Did you see a neighbor? Pray for 
them! Did you hear birds singing? Pray to God a prayer of thanksgiving for their beau�ful music! Get crea�ve and have 
fun, praying for the things around you!



nature activity
day camp at home  •  we are the church

Day four  •  nature journal

Cover: Write “____(your name)____’s Nature Journal” and decorate away!

Page 1: Write at the top “My favorite things in Nature”
   Try to come up with 5 of your favorite things you like to do or see in nature. Then the challenge this 
   week is to do/find all 5 of those things!

Page 2: Write “Leaf Tracing” at the top
   When you go outside, find some leaves (try to find some with good ridges). Place the leaf under this 
   page, and lightly color over the leaf and paper with a crayon. You should be le� with an outline of the 
   leaf and the ridges that appear on it!

Page 3: Write “Get Dirty!” at the top of this page
   When you go outside - get this page as dirty as you possibly can!!

Page 4: Title this page “My Nature Hat”
   Use the rest of the page to draw your “nature hat!” This can be any hat you would like it to be, just 
   make sure you wear it when you head outside!

Page 5: At the top write “4 Different Animals That I See” and below draw four boxes
   Your goal is to spot at least 4 different animals and draw them in the squares on this page!

Page 6: Write “Really Quiet” across the top
   For this page, we challenge you to spend at least 5 minutes si�ng s�ll and just listening and seeing 
   what there is around you. Make notes about what you see, hear, smell, etc. It’s amazing how much we 
   no�ce when we stay s�ll!


